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Part I 

The Origins of the Penton Family 
 

The name Penton comes from Anglo-Saxon or Old English and means a place that was 
required to pay a penny geld or payment to a royal lord or lady. Pen is a shortened form 
of penny and ton indicates either a farmstead or settlement. The earliest reference to the 
name is found in the Domesday Book of 1086 where it is spelled Penitone. Two small 
settlements with that name in Hampshire are mentioned. These are Penton Grafton and 
Penton Mewsey. At one time these two villages were undoubtedly one, but were probably 
divided either shortly before or after the Norman Conquest of 1066. Penton Grafton 
became a fief of the Abbey Grestain in Normandy, and Penton Mewsey was held by 
Robert de Meisy, from whom Penton Mewsey got its name. He held the Manor of Penton 
for 62 years, 1233-1295, for his liege lord, the Duke of Gloucester. Thus Grestain 
ultimately became Grafton and Meisey became Mewsey.1 Regarding Penton or Penitone, 
the Domesday Book says: “The Abbey of Grestain [in Normandy] holds Penton of the 
King. Queen Edith held it as a manor. In the time of King Edward [the Confessor] it was 
worth 10 pounds now eight pounds.” King Edward reigned from 1042 to 1065, and was 
married to Edith, the daughter of Earl Godwin of Wessex and the sister of Harold 
Godwinson, the last Saxon king of England who was killed at the Battle of Hastings in 
1066. 

 
William Based His Capital in Winchester 

 
Despite the name Penton or Penitone, that as stated above, is of Anglo-Saxon origin, 

the Penton family is not purported to have been Saxon or English originally. Rather, an 
                                                

1 Information taken from an Internet statement at http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=349 
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old tradition holds that its first ancestors in England were Danish.2 How is this possible? 
After all, Hampshire or, as it was for centuries, Southhamptonshire, was a part of the 
Kingdom of Wessex which was never a part of the Danelaw, the primary area of Danish 
settlement in England. There are two possible answers. One is that the forefathers of 
Pentons might have migrated from the Danelaw after the House of Wessex conquered it. 
The second is that the progenitor of what was to become the Penton family came to 
England with Danish King Canute or Knud who ruled the country from 1016 to 1035 or 
during the reign his son, Hardicanute, who was king from 1039 to 1042. Of course these 
are only guesses because we have no records to tell us what really happened. 

As the son of Swein Forkbeard, King of Denmark, Canute had become King of 
England in late 1016 through an agreement with the English king, Edward Ironside.3 
Later, he became King of both Denmark and Norway. After his death in 1035 his bastard, 
half-English son, Harold Harefoot, seized the English throne from his legitimate half 
brother Hardicanute and ruled until his death in 1039. In the mean time, Hardicanute 
ruled Denmark. Since there was little connection with Denmark during Harold’s rule, it is 
unlikely that Danish settlers would have come to England during his reign. Eventually 
Hardicanute sailed for England to overthrow Harold, but when he arrived he found that 
Harold was dead. Thereafter he ruled for three years and died after a drinking party in 
1042 at the age of 24. In consequence, the English royal line was restored in the person of 
Edward the Confessor. 

Another question arises now. How was it that the alleged descendants of Danes could 
have come to have an English surname? The answer is rather simple. The family would 
have been or have come to be English under Edward the Confessor and the Norman kings 
of England after the Norman Conquest of 1066. Then, beginning in the twelfth century, 
Englishmen of importance began to take surnames, some of which described their 
persons, some of which were taken from their occupations, and some of which denoted 
the place from which they came or where they held land in feudal tenure. The Penton 
family therefore came to take the name of the two villages that have that name even 
today. Interestingly, there are still large numbers of Pentons living near Penton Grafton 
and Penton Mewsey, especially in Andover that is only some three kilometers away. 

Of course members of the Penton family did not always remain in Hampshire. In the 
middle ages some spread to Scotland4 and probably to Ireland. There are many places in 

                                                
 

2 A statement in Burke’s Landed Gentry, 6th edition, 1871, asserts that the Penton family is “stated to be of 
Danish origin.’ It goes on to say that it ‘was formerly seated in Co. Southampton [Hampshire] and 
members of it [the Penton family] represented Winchester in Parliament without interruption.” 

 
3 Edward Ironside died shortly after the agreement and on the basis of it, after his father’s death that 
happened in the same year as Ironside’s, Canute inherited the entire kingdom. 

 
4 There is a different account of the origin of the Pentons of Scotland discussed on the Internet. Although 
this deserves further research, it is not particularly relevant to the information given below. 
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Great Britain where the name Penton was given to various sites. Also, there are records of 
individual Pentons in the high and late middle ages in various parts of England. Among 
the more significant of these was one Rogero de Penton who is listed in the first 
concentration of juries during the reign of King John (1199-1216) in the Writ of 21 July 
1213. 

Before going on to a discussion of one of the families of the Pentons of Winchester 
and Buckinghamshire, however, it is important to note that in centuries since the 
discovery of the Americans by Europeans, other Pentons have spread far and wide. Not 
only are there numerous Penton families in the United States, Australia, Canada, and 
other English-speaking lands, but there is even a Spanish-speaking, Cuban Penton family. 
More information on many of these families will be given as this website is developed. 

It is difficult to trace or even surmise the genealogy of the Penton family of 
Winchester and Buckinghamshire who were the ancestors of many North American 
Pentons until the sixteenth century. The reason is that until the reign of Elizabeth I (1558 
-1603) England did not require the clergy to keep records of christenings, marriages, and 
deaths. But from the reign of good Queen Bess on, and particularly during the 
seventeenth century, there is much data on the descendants of Nicholas and Stephen 
Penton. 

Part II 

The Pentons of Hampshire and 
Buckinghamshire 

According to family records, the first Penton ancestor that the present descendants of 
John Augustus Penton, who came to Canada West (now Ontario) in 1832, can claim with 
some certitude was a Nicholas Penton* whose dates were 1529 to 1598.5 Unfortunately, 
we know nothing else about him, and we have only a general knowledge that certain of 
the Pentons in his day were already considered to be gentry.6 Although the family was 
definitely a Hampshire family, its members seem also to have lived in Buckinghamshire. 
This is made evident by an 1806 article in the Magna Britannia on the Princes Risbrough 
Manor House in that county. According thereto: 

 
The manor was anciently in the families of Giffard and Humet. Having 

become vested in the crown, it was given to Richard, Earl of Cornwall, King 

                                                
5 Family Records 

 
6 At the time, the term gentry meant a landowning class just below that of the nobility. Its male members 
where often given the honorary title “Esquire” and were referred to as gentlemen. Women of this class were 
designated “ladies”. 
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of the Romans, who died seised of it 1272. King Edward III granted it in 
1333 to Henry Lord Ferrars of Groby. It is said to have been not long 
afterwards the property of Edward the Black Prince, and that he had a 
palace, supposed to have stood within the site of a spacious moat now dry, 
which is in a field adjoining the church-yard. This manor was part of the 
dower of Catharine, the queen of Henry V. King Charles I sold it to certain 
citizens of London, who, in 1637, conveyed it to the Chibnalls. It was 
afterwards successively in the families of Abraham, Adeane, Pelham, and 
Penton. The Pentons acquired it by purchase in the year 1692, but they had 
resided at Risborough above a hundred years before that time; for it appears 
that Queen Elizabeth, after she had left Hampden in her Buckinghamshire 
progress, called on Mr. Penton at Risborough. It is now the property of John 
Grubb esq. of Horsendon, by whose family it was purchased of Henry 
Penton esq. the present member for Winchester, about the year 1765 (sic). 
Walter Giffard, Earl of Buckingham.  

 
Princes Risborough Manor House  

 
Further, there is very useful but not totally accurate information found on British 

History Online7 that states that Henry Penton, the son of Godson Penton, held Princes 
Risborough Manor in 1702 and 1729. But that Henry Penton was dead long before 1729. 
So it is quite certain that his great nephew, the Henry Penton, MP for Winchester who is 
buried in Winchester Cathedral, was the owner of Princes Risborough in 1729. The 
reason for saying this is that John Penton Esq., the son of Godson Penton, inherited it 
from his uncle Henry, and passed it on to his son, the Henry who was MP for Winchester. 
That Henry’s son, another Henry Penton, who was also MP for Winchester from 1761 to 
1794, possessed the manor and eventually sold it. Thus the property passed from uncle to 

                                                
7 http://britishhistory.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=62769 
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nephew, to great nephew to great grandnephew. It is certain that the second Henry Penton 
who was a Member of Parliament still held property in the Parish of Princes Risborough 
as he is listed as an elector there in the “Index for the Poll of Knights of the Shire for the 
County of Bucks” in 1784. 

Stephen Penton and His Sons 

Unfortunately, there is a hiatus in family records between Nicholas Penton and the next 
person who is found in those records. That next person was a Stephen Penton* about 
whom we as yet have little definite information except that we know that he lived in 
Winchester during the first half of the seventeenth century and married Dorothy Beare* at 
St. Peter Colebrook Church on 9 October 1634 (19 October 1634 GC).8  There is, 
however, an intriguing statement found in the Journal of the Long Parliament in 1641 that 
mentions a Stephen Penton. This statement reads: “Proceedings against Hobbs. Whereas 
one Rich. Hobbs doth pretend to have a Protection under the Hand of Mr. Griffith the 
Father, or Mr. Griffith the Son, both Members of this House; but both of them do 
disavow the said Hobbs to be any menial Servant of theirs: Therefore Ordered, That 
Stephen Penton, who arrested the said Hobbs, shall have Liberty to proceed at Law 
against him, notwithstanding any such pretended Protection.”9 The question now arises, 
was this Stephen Penton the Stephen Penton of Winchester, and was he an officer of the 
law? Further research may clarify this, but as of now we can only conjecture. Finally we 
do know that the Stephen Penton of Winchester’s wife, Dorothy is described as a widow 
in 1651, and in “1652 made provision of property in the manor of Priors Barton to her 
three sons, Godson, Stephen, and Henry, aged from 16 to 11.”10 

Stephen’s eldest son was Godson Penton,* JP (1636-1700), the first Penton to appear 
in Winchester City Archives. He was made a freeman of the City of Winchester on 25 
October 1660 (4 November 1660 GC) at a time when the newly established government 
of King Charles II was asserting control over the city.11 The title “freeman” denoted that 
one was entitled to vote in city elections and for Members of Parliament, plus holding the 
right to be elected to public office. The mayor and aldermen of the City of Winchester 
granted freeman status. It was a privilege that was greatly limited. Universal male 
suffrage did not come to England until the last years of the nineteenth century. 

                                                
8 OldWorldTree(SM) Service – Ancestry.Com. Listed hereafter as OldWorldTree. 

 
9 From: House of Commons Journal Volume 2: 26 August 1641,' Journal of the House of Commons: 
volume 2: 1640-1643 (1802), pp. 272-73. URL: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=4763  

 
10  Priors Barton Records, Winchester Cathedral Archives as found in Elizabeth Wood and Graham Penton, 
The Pentons of Winchester (Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society, 1991), p. 25  

 
11 It seems clear from the date of Godson’s becoming a freeman that he was a Royalist and a committed 
member of the Church of England. 
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 Godson was granted a lease of property on Buck Street on 25 April 1667 (May 5 
1667 GC) and was then described as a “woolen draper.” That indicates that he was 
involved in the lucrative woolen cloth trade important at the time. His Buck Street lese 
was renewed on 2 June 1693 (12 June 1693 GC) when he was described as a 
“gentleman.”12 Undoubtedly, this was not only because of his business ability, but 
because he was active in local affairs. According to Elizabeth Wood and Graham Penton, 
in 1666 he was appointed Chamberlin of the city. He sat as an alderman for many years 
and was Mayor of Winchester in 1675, 1683, 1691, and 1695. In addition he was 
treasurer of Christ’s Hospital for a number of years. But as Wood and Penton have stated, 
“in July 1691 he was suspended until he produced the accounts for the last twelve years. 
This he did, to the satisfaction of the General Assembly, in August of the same year.”13 

In the summer of 1683 a former mayor of Winchester, Anthony Yalden, and Godson 
Penton were called for jury duty to hear charges against Lady Alice Lisle for treason. But 
as Wood and Penton state it, both men, probably to their great relief, were rejected.14  
Whatever the case, it was fortunate because Lady Alice’s trial ended in her conviction 
and execution by beheading in a case that amounted to judicial murder.15 A statement in 
John Vaughan’s Winchester Cathedral: Its Monuments and Memorials reads: “Mr. 
Anthony Yalden, a member of a well-known Hampshire family, whose wife, Mary, was 
buried in the Cathedral on September 3 1638, was twice mayor, in 1674 and 1682. He 
was called, so we find from Howell’s State Trials, as a juror at the hideous trial of poor 
Alice Lisle on August 27, 1683, but was challenged, and not sworn. So with Godson 
Penton, woolen draper, who succeeded Anthony Yalden in the mayor’s office in 1683; he 
was challenged, and rejected. Honest men were not wanted in Judge Jeffery’s Bloody 
Assize.”16 

Godson’s wife’s given name was Petronella.* Nothing more is known about her or 
her family background. She died on 26 May 1700 (6 June 1700 GC). Godson died on 15 
August 1700 (26 August 1700 GC). Both are buried in Winchester Cathedral. Their black 
marble gravestones lie side by side in the south aisle of the cathedral and give the dates of 

                                                
12 ‘Notes on the Penton Family,’ Material Supplied by F. W. C. Pepper, F. L. A. and G. H. Blore, M. A. 
Listed hereafter as Pepper and Blore. 

 
13 Wood and Penton, p. 25 

 
14 Ibid 

 
15 See “The Trial of Lady Alice Lisle at Winton for High Treason, August 27, 1685. I Jac. II, p. 105 in A 
Complete Collection of State-Trials and Proceedings upon High Treason and other Crimes and 
Misdemeanors from the Reign of King Richard II to the end of the Reign of King George I (Volume 4) 
Second Edition with great additions. London: 1730. 

 
16  John Vaughn, M.A., Winchester Cathedral: Its Monuments and Memorials (London: Selwyn and 
Blount, 1919), pp. 252, 253 
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their deaths. Godson left a will that has been photocopied and may be found in the 
Hampshire Records office. 

 

 
Godson Penton's Gravestone 

 
Two years before Godson’s death, his younger brother, Henry, took the step of 

acquiring a coat of arms, including a crest and motto, for him, Godson, and their younger 
brother, Stephen, and their descendants in the male line. This coat of arms was granted 
officially on 4 August 1698 according to the Julian calendar.17    

 

 
 

                                                
17 John Augustus Penton brought a picture of that coat of arms with him from England to Canada in 1832.  
The copy of it above is taken from the family Bible of his son and my great grandfather, Henry Penton, 
whose signature appears under it. 
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Stephen Penton fathered three other sons besides Godson, Edward, Henry, and a 
Stephen junior. Edward was born in 1637, but the only thing known about him is that he 
married Sarah Thorngate on 27 November 1664 (7 December 17, 1664 GC).18 A third 
son, Henry was born in 1638. He was admitted to Lincoln’s Inn to study law in February 
1664. On 9 August 1664 (19 August 1664 GC) he was granted a lease in Buck Street. In 
1674 he became a “Bencher.” On 14 May 1684 (24 May 1684 GC) his lease in Buck 
Street was renewed. He was then described as an “Esq. of Lincoln’s Inn.” It was he who 
purchased Princes Risborough in 1692. His arms are to be found in Lincoln’s Inn Chapel, 
and there is a memorial table in St. James Clerkenwell Parish Church dated 1714 Julian 
calendar that was the year of his death.19  

Stephen’s fourth son and Godson’s most famous brother was the Rev. Stephen 
Penton20 who was born in Winchester and was baptized at St. John’s Church on 9 April 
1639. (19 April 1639 GC) He was educated at Winchester College and New College, 
Oxford. He became a probationary Fellow of new College on 28 June 1659 (8 July 1659 
GC). He was a Fellow of New College from 1661-1667. He received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree on 7 May 1663 (17 May 1663 GC) and his Master of Arts degree on 17 January 
1667 (27 January 1668 GC). At some unspecified date he was granted a Bachelor of 
Divinity degree. From 1670 to 1676, he was Rector of Tingewick near Buckingham. 
Then, during the years 1673-1684, he was Principal of St. Edmund’s Hall, Oxford, where 
he was responsible for placing the chapel and library together in one building and 
developing the library collection. He was rector of Glympton from 1684 to 1693. He was 
rector of Worth-on-Rippon from 1693 to 1706. He died on 18 October 1706 (29 October 
1706 GC). 

Concerning his efforts as Principal of St. Edmunds, a statement by that institution 
reads: “The Rev. Stephen Penton resolved in 1680 that the Hall’s need for a Chapel and a 
Library would best be satisfied in the construction of one building to house both. And, 
although the Hall was without endowment and Penton a man of slender means, he set 
about the project. He was first helped by the Warden and Fellows of New College, where 
he had once been a Fellow, who granted the necessary site for a nominal rent of one 
shilling per year. Then Penton showed the Hall’s willingness for the project by selling 
pieces of the Hall plate. Penton gave what monies he himself could, and some 53 past and 
present members of the Hall also gave generously.”21 

                                                
18  OldWorldTree 

 
19 Pepper and Blore  

 
20 Information on the Rev. Stephen Penton is taken from “Penton, Stephen (1639-1706) college head” by 
Edward Vallance in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography as supplemented by Wood and Penton, p. 
25 

 
21 Formerly posted on the Internet but no longer found there. 
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The Rev. Stephen Penton was an author of four books, all of which are still extant. 
The first of these is a Latin work entitled Apparatus ad theologium in usum academiarum 
I, Generalist, II Specialis. The others, all in English, are first, A discourse concerning the 
worship of God toward the holy table or altar; second The guardian’s instruction, or, 
The gentleman’s romance written for the diversion and service of the gentry; and finally, 
New instructions to the guardian shewing that the last remedy to prevent the ruin, 
advance the interest, and recover the honour of this. 

According to Edward Vallance, the Rev. Stephen matriculated at Oxford in 1659, the 
last year of the Puritan Commonwealth and at a time when Oxford was dominated by 
Puritans. But the evidence is that he was a devout Anglican with what would have been 
regarded by many Protestants as Catholic tendencies. This is indicated by the fact that in 
1682 he published A discourse concerning the worship of God toward the holy table or 
altar in which he defended the idea of bowing and kneeling before church altars during 
communion. 

He was particularly devoted to encouraging the younger sons of the gentry, who 
would not be bequeathed their fathers’ estates, to obtain educations in law, medicine, and 
divinity, something which caused his vice principal, Andrew Allum, to criticize him 
rather severely. According to that gentleman, the Rev. Stephen had a preference for an 
‘inconsiderable set of gentlemen commoners, now his darling creatures.’ This attitude no 
doubt reflected the Rev. Stephen’s own circumstances as a rather impoverished younger 
brother in a gentrified family.  

As Vallance notes, the Rev. Stephen’s attempts to recruit more members of the gentry 
were not particularly successful. In fact, admissions at St. Edmonds fell during his time as 
principal from eleven in 1680 to four in 1683, but it was because of illness rather than 
any lack of administrative ability that he resigned his position at Oxford. Evidently, he 
suffered from jaundice. 

The Rev. Stephen Penton seems to have been a kindly man devoted to his students 
and to Oxford. When he left St. Edmond’s he donated twelve silver-handled knives and 
forks to it. In addition, he seems to have been a supporter of the Glorious Revolution of 
1688. A sermon given at Oxford in 1705 praising John Churchill, the Duke of 
Marlborough and the hero of the Battle of Blenheim, is often attributed to him. However, 
he seems to have had a rather eccentric side to his character. He wrote his own rather 
strange epitaph, something that brought some criticism and reads:  

 
Here lies what’s left of Stephen Penton, Rector, who being dead, 

Yet speaketh once for all: My beloved Parishioners. 
Since any one of you may be next, 

Let every one prepare to do so. 
 

According to Vallance, he left most of his estate to the poor of his parish after having 
given most of his books to the Bodleian and St Edmund’s libraries. He died a bachelor. 
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The Senior Stephen Penton’s Descendents under the Later 
Stuarts and the House of Hanover 

It is evident that the Pentons of Winchester were becoming increasingly wealthy and 
increasingly important politically. Godson and Petronella’s second first son another Rev. 
Stephen, is described by Wood and Penton as follows: 
 

Stephen III, the eldest of Godson’s, son’s was baptized in the parish 
church of St. Lawrence, Winchester. At the age of 12 he was elected a 
Scholar of Winchester College, on leaving which he went to Oxford where 
he matriculated at St. Edmond Hall in 1677, taking his B.A. in 1681 and his 
M.A. in 1684, the year in which his uncle Stephen II was elected the 
Principal of the Hall. In 1688 he became Rector of Shepton Beauchamp, 
Somerset, but there is no record of where he had been since Oxford. He 
remained in Somerset until 1692, becoming Vicar of St. Bartholomew-the-
Less in London in 1697, where he stayed till his death…. He died a few 
months after his father.22 

 
Godson’s second son John* (1662-1724) inherited his father’s estate and, as 

mentioned above, much of the estate of Henry the Bencher, his uncle. He was made a 
freeman of Winchester on 2 September 1697 (12 September 1697 GC). Known as John 
Penton, Esq., he obtained £25 city money in 1704. He served as an alderman and was 
mayor of Winchester in 1705 and 1706. He obtained city leases from 1705 through 1721. 
He died in November 1724.23 

It is evident that he built the property called Eastgate House, was the most important 
estate in Winchester. The City of Winchester Trust has posted the following account of it 
on the Internet: 

 
The splendid mansion and grounds of Eastgate House have disappeared 

almost without trace from the bottom of the High Street in Winchester, but 
some of the contents are still to be seen in different locations in and around 
the city. 

The Restoration was a time of increasing prosperity for Winchester with 
a building boom prompted by the royal interest in the city and the 
construction of the Wren-designed King's House on the site of the old castle. 
So, like many other courtiers and grandees at this time, Sir Robert Mason 

                                                
22 P.  27 
 
23  Pepper and Blore 
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built himself a house here in 1665. It was situated at the eastern end of the 
High Street close to the East Gate, on land previously owned by the Black 
Friars, but acquired by Winchester College after the Reformation. Mason 
died in 1685 and the property changed hands several times. There is a 
mention of Mr John Penton’s “lofty square house” here in 1706 and by 
1748, Eastgate House was owned by a descendant, Henry Penton Esq. 
According to William Godson’s plan of that year, the brick house was set in 
about 11.5 acres approached from the High Street through imposing 
wrought iron gates. There was stabling and a coach-house, brewhouse, 
poultry yard and all the other offices for the functioning of a gentleman's 
residence. as well as extensive pleasure gardens and the kitchen garden 
“adjoyning to ye river”. 

Significantly, John Penton was the first of his line to be given the title Esquire, 
except for his uncle, Henry, Esq. the Bencher, and there is a bust of him in Winchester 
Cathedral. That was evidently placed there because he was present at the Battle of 
Ramillies in 1706 when the Duke of Marlborough defeated the French and cleared them 
from most parts of the Spanish Netherlands, today Belgium. In addition, something of 
the wealth and prestige of John Penton is shown by the fact that his daughter Elizabeth 
married Thomas Lee Dummer, reputed to be one of the wealthiest commoners in 
England.24 

His widow Deborah* (1677-1744), who was some fifteen years his junior, outlived 
him by twenty years and during her widowhood evidently proved to be something of a 
businesswoman. As her husband had done before her, she obtained city leases from 
1732 to 1735.25 Unfortunately we have no information about her family background. 
Both John and Deborah are buried near Godson and Petronella in Winchester Cathedral 
as are two of their children, their son Henry* and their daughter Elizabeth.26 

 

                                                
24 B.B Woodward, T.C. Wilks, and C. Lockhart, A General History of Hampshire (London: Virtue and 
Company, undated) Vol. 2, p. 118 
 
25 Pepper and Blore 

 
26 This information appears on her gravestone.  
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John's and Deborah Penton's Gravestone 

 

Godson and Petronella’s third son, another Henry, like his oldest brother, attended 
Winchester College in 1680 and four years later matriculated at New College Oxford. 
He obtained his B.A. in 1686 and his M.A. in 1692. As Elizabeth Wood and Graham 
Penton state, “he was a Fellow of New College and was elected a Fellow of Winchester 
in 1708. In 1712 Henry was presented to the living of Andover by the Wardens and 
Fellows of Winchester, where he remained until his death in 1728. He bequeathed £400 
to Winchester to supplement four poor livings, and £100 to New College.” 

Finally, Godson and Petronella had a fourth son fourth son, Thomas, who was born 
about 1675. He may not have been well and lived at home. However, he was recognized 
in both of his bachelor uncle’s wills. Outside of that nothing seems to be known about 
him.27 

 It should also be mentioned that Godson and Petronella had a daughter named 
Elizabeth who married the Rev. Roger Barnaby, a fellow of Winchester College who  
held the position of Vicar of Wolverton. Reference to her marriage appears on her 
gravestone in Winchester Cathedral in close proximity to those of her parents’. Little 
else is known about her. Sadly, daughters were not given the importance that sons were 
in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. 

Henry Penton,* (1706-1762) inherited his parents, John and Deborah Penton, 
significant wealth and rose to even greater prominence than his father. Like John, he was 
given the honorific title Esquire. He was educated at Winchester College and 
matriculated at New College, Oxford, on 31 January 1722 (11 February 1723 GC). He 
was made a freeman of Winchester on 16 September 1745 (27 September 1745 GC) and 
obtained city leases from 1732 through 1754. Quite evidently in high favor with King 

                                                
27 Wood and Penton, p. 27 
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George II, who ruled from 1727 to 1760, he was granted the ‘Reversion of Court Post’ in 
1743, and in 1747 he was appointed the ‘Carrier of All His Majesty’s Letters’ at £600 per 
annum.28 

Perhaps his recognition by the Crown was because of his growing political influence. 
He seems to have purchased a seat in the House of Commons for the borough of Tregony 
in Cornwall from 1734 to 1747. Then in 1747, he wrested control of one of Winchester’s 
two seats in Parliament from the Charles Pawlett or Paulet, the third Duke of Bolton, who 
had long dominated Winchester and Hampshire politics. Four years later he also had “a 
friend elected mayor at the expense of their [the Pawlett’s] candidate.”29 But thereafter he 
seems to have worked in harmony with both the third and fourth Dukes of Bolton. He 
remained second Member of Parliament for Winchester till his death in 1762. 

Henry was well educated and intellectually alert. This can be seen from some of the 
books and newspapers he subscribed to that were in Latin and French as well as 
English. Beginning in 1728, he subscribed to A View of Sir I. Newton’s Philosophy, and 
in 1731 to Harmonica Sacra Glocestriensis that dealt with church music. Two years 
later he subscribed to The Practical Husbandman and Planter and, also, to the 
Gentleman’s Magazine. Then in 1736, he obtained the Histoire du Concile de Trente 
(Vol. 1). 

He was married to Dorothy Simondi. Her father was named Christian Simondi who 
was the Swedish Consul to Lisbon where she was born. According to a statement on her 
and her husband’s gravestone, she was the daughter of Roger Simmons “who was 
descended from a noble family in Courland.”30 But that is inaccurate: Parliamentary 
documents from both the House of Lords and the House of Commons show that her 
father’s name was as given above: Christian Simondi. But he may well have been 
“descended from a noble family in Courland.” 

Dorothy’s mother was born Anne Gulston,31 a member of an Anglicized Welsh 
Royalist family. The first outstanding member of that family was Sir Ralph de Gulston 

                                                
28 Pepper and Blore.  

 
29 Henry Penton’s role in Winchester politics is mentioned briefly in an article by David Underdown titled 
‘Aristocratic Faction and Reformist Politics in Eighteenth-Century Hampshire: The Election of December 
1779’ in the Huntington Library Quarterly, Vol. 68, No. 4, p. 608. Unfortunately, Underdown seems 
unaware that there were two Henry Pentons, father and son. 

 
30 What this means is that the name Simmons is an Anglicized form of Simondi. Originally Italian, the 
name Sismondi or Simondi had over the centuries become Swiss, French, and in the case of nobles in 
Courland and the Baltic states, German. Thus Dorothy’s father was was quite probably of German origin. 
Courland lies in what is today Latvia, but while supposedly independent, it fell under Swedish influence in 
the early 1700s before coming under Russian domination.  

 
31 For an account of the Gulston family leading to the love affair between Joseph Gulston and Mericas da 
Silva plus an unflattering and often incorrect account of Anne Gulston’s life and the youthful behavior of 
Dorothy Simondi, see John Nichols, “Joseph Gulston, Esq. F.S.A.” in Illustrations of the Literary History 
of the Eighteenth Century London: J.B. Nichols and Son, 1828) Vol. 5, p. 1-35 
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who won his crest and motto at the battle of Crécy in 1346. But the most outstanding 
member of the family was the Rev. Doctor Joseph Gulston* (1603-1669), chaplain and 
almoner to Charles I. A constant companion of the king during the English Civil War, he 
was with him during his imprisonment on the Isle of Wight in 1648 and was present with 
him at the time of his execution in 1649. As a result of his continued support for the 
Royalist cause, he and his family were virtually impoverished. But with the restoration of 
the monarchy in 1660, following the eleven years of the Commonwealth, he was returned 
to governmental favor. He became a chaplain ordinary, then a chaplain in waiting to 
Charles II and, in 1663, the Dean of Chichester Cathedral in Sussex.32 

   The Rev. Doctor Gulston’s wife Anna* gave birth to six sons and five daughters. One 
son, Joseph Gulston Esq* was born in 1655 and died in 1727. He recovered much of the 
family’s wealth after settling in Portugal in 1674. His wife, a Miss Crawford* of ancient 
Scottish descent,33 bore two daughters, Elizabeth and Anne* and two sons, Joseph and 
William.*34 

   The third Joseph Gulston was born in Portugal in 1694 and became famous for a love 
affair with a young Portuguese woman twenty-one years his junior. That young woman 
was Mericas da Silva, the daughter of a Lisbon merchant. She became a close friend of 
Dorothy Simondi,35 the niece of Joseph Gulston III and, later, the wife of Henry Penton, 
Esq. Thus, when the Gulstons moved to England, Mericas, already in love with Joseph, 
accompanied them. 

   Despite Joseph’s adherence to the Church of England and Maricas’s to the Catholic 
faith, the two were secretly married. But they had to hide their marriage for many years 
because of the strong, negative feelings of Joseph’s sister Anne about an English-
Protestant–Portuguese-Catholic marriage and perhaps because of the great disparity 
between Joseph’s and Mericas’s ages. Thus, because of Gulston family prejudice, the two 
lovers kept their marriage secret for many years, and even their children long believed that 
Joseph, who was the Member of Parliament for Poole-Dorset from 1741 to 1765, was their 
uncle rather than their father. Eventually, however, when visiting Bath Joseph fell ill and 
revealed his marriage to Mericas and his paternity of their children. Years after the facts of 
the Gulston-da Silva love story and marriage became known, a Miss Clementine Black 
wrote a fictionalized account entitled Mericas36 of their romantic relationship. 

                                                                                                                                            
 

32 Thomas Nicholas, Annals and Antiquities of the Counties and County Families of Wales (London: 
Longmans, Green, Reader, 1872), Vol. p. 287. 
 
33 Family Records 

 
34 Nicholas, as in note 31 above 

 
35 Nichols, as in note 30 above 

 
36 See “Joseph Gulston (Collector)” on Wikipedia 
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 Henry Penton, Esq. died on 2 September 1762 aged 56 and Dorothy on 24 May 1782 
aged 71. Their gravestones, which provide these data, lie close to those of his sister, his 
parents, and his grandparents in Winchester Cathedral. 

 

 
Henry's and Dorothy Penton's Gravestone 

 
Henry's and Dorothy Penton's Gravestone 

(Lower Portion) 
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The Younger Henry Penton 

 
 
Henry’s oldest son and heir, also named Henry, was born at Princes-Risborough, 

Buckinghamshire on 11 December 1736.37 He was educated at Winchester College and 
Clare Hall, Cambridge.38 He inherited his father’s position as ‘Carrier of All His 
Majesty’s Letters.’ He also took over his father’s residence, Eastgate House, in 
Winchester where he entertained King George III and Queen Charlotte in 1778. At the 
time, he had been first Member of Parliament for Winchester since 1761. This Henry was 
undoubtedly the most famous and infamous member of the Penton family. He was to 
serve as MP for Winchester until 1796, Mayor of Winchester in 1770 and 1771, and 
Recorder of Winchester—a very important position—from October 1771 till August 
1790, and he served as a Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty for more than seven years. 

 
   According to Winchester’s historical records, ‘The title “Recorder” 

first appeared in the 15th Century and the earliest named individual to hold 
this office was William Wode (1408). 

-------------- 
 Recorders were not necessarily Winchester citizens, but they did enjoy 

high rank, with the City paying for a “furred gown” and for the keep of their 
horses. In the Elizabethan period, this position of importance was 
reinforced. As an example, the Mayor and Alderman had to take their oaths 
of office before the Recorder. 

--------------- 
When reviewing the list of past Recorders, two names are of particular 

interest. John Lisle (Recorder from 1636 – 1650) was one of the regicides of 
Charles I – He was later murdered in Lausanne. Henry Penton (Recorder in 

                                                
37 OneWorldTree 

  
38 Pepper and Blore 
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1771) lived in Winchester but also owned a large estate covering the 
Islington area of London – Pentonville Prison was built within that estate 
[sic] and was named after him. 

 
The second Henry Penton’s role in Parliament is interesting. He gave some 21 

speeches in the House of Commons, while his father is recorded as having given only 
one. Thus he played a far greater role than Henry senior. At the time of peace 
negotiations with France to end the Seven Years War, he generally supported the 
government under the Duke of Newcastle. But when the Wilkes affair and the question of 
general warrants came to the fore under the governments of Newcastle’s two immediate 
successors as Prime Ministers, he showed his concern for liberal values, particularly 
freedom of the press one. Thus he played a far greater role than Henry senior. At the time 
of peace negotiations with France to end the Seven years War, he generally supported the 
government under the Duke of Newcastle. But when the Wilkes affair and the question of 
general warrants came to the fore under the governments of Newcastle’s two immediate 
successors as Prime Ministers, he showed his concern for liberal values, particularly 
freedom of the press. John Wilkes was a lower class Member of Parliament and followed 
a life that was extremely scandalous. The Earl of Sandwich’s well-known comment that 
he would die either of the pox (syphilis) or on the gallows brought Wilkes’s equally well-
known response: “That depends, my lord, whether I embrace your mistress or your 
principles.” He was a member of the Hell Fire Club until he was expelled from it, 
something that led him to found a newspaper to attack a member of the club, the Earl of 
Bute, who served briefly as Prime Minister from May 1762 till April 1763 and was a 
former tutor of King George III when the latter was a boy. Without going into details, 
Bute’s immediate successor as Prime Minister, George Granville, decided to have 
Parliament issue general warrants which named no one specifically and then to have 
Wilkes and his associates charged with sedition and treason. Those actions raised serious 
constitutional questions and that of freedom of the press.39 Thus it was that Henry Penton 
voted against general warrants and the government. Furthermore, he supported the 
Rockingham administration that kept Wilkes on a pension while in exile in Paris. Later, 
however, Henry gave his support to other administrations and did not concern himself 
particularly with the long travails and final victory of John Wilkes.40 Ultimately, that 
caused him to receive an important appointment—that of Lord Commissioner of the 
Admiralty. 

Henry Penton was a Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty from 30 December 1774 
through 1 April 1782. At the time there were some seven appointed commissioners in this 
body who acted as overseers of the British Navy. They were commonly called Lords of 
the Admiralty. Although appointed before the outbreak of the American War of 
Independence, it seems that Henry Penton supported King George and Frederick Lord 
North in their unwillingness to give quarter to the American revolutionaries. In fact, Lord 

                                                
39  For a life of John Wilkes and the information presented here, see Charles Cheneoix Trench, Portrait of a 
Patriot: A Biography of John Wilkes (Edinburgh: W. Blackwood, 1962). 
 
40 Mary M. Drummond, “History on Line for Winchester (1761-1796)” with a short biography of Henry 
Penton 
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North actually consulted Henry Penton on public attitudes in Hampshire during the war.41 
Significantly, Penton’s appointment as a Lord Commissioner lapsed almost immediately 
after the fall of North’s government in March 1782.42 

Despite his loyalty to the King and North, they treated him rather badly. Henry 
apparently suffered from gout—a disease all too common among Englishmen in that era 
because of their dinning on too much red meat and the drinking of too much port wine. 
Because of that fact, North indicated to King George that Henry wanted to leave 
Parliament and, therefore, should he have left, he could have been replaced as a Lord of 
the Admiralty. An article in History of Parliament on Line by states: “In 1780 North 
suggested appointing him comptroller of the [Royal] Household in order to make a 
vacancy for Lord Lewisham at the Admiralty, and told the King that though Penton was 
‘sometimes troubled with the gout’ and had ‘wished to go out of Parliament entirely, yet 
he would accept of the change, or, perhaps might be prevailed upon to quit without any 
compensation at all’.” The King replied on 25 Sept.: “I cannot see why Lord Lewisham 
should not at once have the comptroller’s staff. Lord North cannot seriously think that a 
private gentleman like Mr. Penton is to stand in the way of the eldest son of an Earl; 
undoubtedly if that idea holds good it is diametrically opposite to what I have known all 
my life.”43 But North was evidently unwilling to alienate Henry Penton who stayed on 
in Parliament and, as noted above, remained a Lord of the Admiralty till the North 
ministry was replaced. Although he felt somewhat abused, he remained faithful to Lord 
North even after his government fell and even opposed the Earl of Shelburne, North’s 
successor as Prime Minister, in a vote on peace preliminaries with the Americans and 
their French and Spanish Allies on 18 February 1783. 

Despite North’s and the King’s desire to see him gone, Henry was re-elected in 1784 
and remained one of the two Members of Parliament for Winchester till 1796. In that 
year, however, he did not stand for his long-time seat, and Viscount Palmerston, an Irish 
peer, whom he approved, replaced him for Winchester. Yet that did not mean that he was 
immediately prepared to give up his political interests in Winchester, a fact that resulted 
in part in a brouhaha between various upper-class families. A report written in 1797 
states: 

 
Mr. Penton some short time since gave up his seat to Lord Viscount 

Palmerston, an Irish peer. But the disputes relative to the interest in this 
corporation have of late become very furious. Lord Temple, the eldest son of 
the Marquis of Buckingham, having married the heiress of the Chandos 
family, conceived he had a right to assume the Chandos interest here, which 
was said to be held by Mr. Gamon, who is brother to the duchess-dowager. A 

                                                
41 James E. Bradley, Popular Politics and the American Revolution in England (Macon, Ga: Mercer, 1986), 
p. 131, fn. 29 

 
42  For a ‘List of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,’ see Wikipedia. 

 
43  Drummond 
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fair opportunity seemed to offer, by Mr. Penton’s having declared his 
intention of quitting the town altogether, and the report that Lord Palmerston 
was to be a British peer; and Lord Temple thereupon, rather peremptorily it is 
said, demanded admittance to the freedom of the city. But it appeared that 
Mr. Penton had by no means relinquished his interest in the corporation: he 
introduced Sir H. P. John Mildmay, and after 31 more freemen, mostly of Sir 
Henry’s nomination, were admitted, though twenty had been made only four 
months before. A great deal was said about the Penton interest, and the 
Chandos interest; but nothing about the principle, which is too often out of 
the question in corporations of this kind. And here the affair rests at 
present.’44 

 
Eventually, however, Henry Penton decided to sell Eastgate House45 and leave 

Winchester. Thus ended the long political reign of the Penton family in the original 
capital of England. 

Undoubtedly, Henry Penton was rather ill in 1796, but there was another reason for 
his leave taking from Parliament. He had married Anne Knowler on 4 February 1765 at 
Hanover Square, Middlesex.46 She was the daughter of John Knowler Esq., the Recorder 
of Canterbury. Her younger sister Mary married the Henry Lord Digby, a baron and 
eventually an earl, some years later.47 So the Knowlers were an important family on a par 
with the Pentons. But Anne evidently lost Henry’s affection, and sometime in around 
1780, he began an adulterous affair with her maid, Catherine Judd, the daughter of Peter 
Judd, Serjeant-at-Mace to the Corporation of Stratford upon Avon. Henry “has been said 
to have been quite shameless about in this and flaunted the attachment, driving her 
through the streets of Winchester in his phaeton, she abusing him in front of the 
servants.”48 As a result of this affair, Anne separated from Henry, and both he and Miss 
Judd, who gave birth to a daughter in 1784, became social pariahs. At the time he would 
have been forty-eight while she was only about twenty or twenty-one. Thus many of his 

                                                
44 Universal British Directory of Trade, Commerce, and Manufacture, Volume IV, page 914 

  
45 Brian Murphy and R. G. Thorne, “History of Parliament Online” (1790-1820) with a short biography of 
Henry Penton during his last years in Parliament. The information given is based on R.G. Thorne, ed., The 
History of Parliament: The House of Commons 1790 – 1820 (London: Secker and Warburg, 1986). 

46 According to one submission to One World Tree, Henry married Anne Knowler on 3 January 1765 in 
Canterbury Cathedral, Canterbury, Kent.  This seems quite wrong, however. Furthermore, the dates given 
both for their birthdays and the date of their marriage are wrong. The above place and date, both of which 
are also to be found in OneWorldTree, seem correct from other evidence. 

47 See ‘Henry Digby, 1st Earl Digby’ in Wikipedia. 
48 Wood and Penton, p. 28 as based on a statement from G.H. Blore, “Who’s Who in the Eighteenth 
Century: a biographical  dictionary of Winchester and Neighbourhood.” 1944 (typescript) 
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colleagues were shocked by his behaviour in the matter and wanted him gone from the 
House of Commons. Their ladies would not associate with Miss Judd.49 

It seems, however, that Henry was prepared to put up with social exclusion because 
of a genuine love for his mistress. Two Irish gentlemen who visited them reported of 
Catherine: “... she is a fine woman, and that Mr Penton has spoken warmly in her praise 
for her attention to him. But it has caused him, who was much in the world, Member for 
Winchester, and a Lord of the Admiralty, to live many years in, comparatively, a 
secluded state, in which he has appeared to be obliged to those who called on him.... 
After his separation from Mrs Penton in consequence of her having discovered the 
connexion, he took Miss Judd to Italy, and had her taught music and languages, Her voice 
is fine, and she sung so well that Mr Penton said £1,500 a year was offered to her if she 
would appear upon the Italian stage. The offer was made Rome.”50  

According to two sources, Anne Penton died on 3 April 1808,51 leaving Henry a 
widower.  So on 8 April 1808, just five days after Anne’s death, he married Catherine.52 
By that time he had fathered at least two sons: Henry, born in 1791 and Frederic George, 
born in 1803, and two unnamed daughters.53 When he fathered Frederic George, he was 
about sixty-six years of age.54 On 15 January 1812 Henry died,55 and was buried in the 
Church of St. James and St. John with St. Peter on Clerkenwell Green. He was interred 
there in a private vault. A pyramidal shaped monument to him may be found on the north 
wall of the chancel. In November of the same year Catherine remarried.56 

                                                
49 See the Farington Diary for 1806, Chapter IV, 13, 14, and 22 and ‘ Lacey Green and Loosley Row’ on 
the Internet at http://www.laceygreen.com/Sections/History/history.php.  
 
50 Farington Diary, IV, 22 
 
51 A submission in OneWorldTree gives this date. By itself it seems questionable because Henry Penton is 
listed as Henry Painton and Anne Knowler is listed as Anne Knowles. The genealogists Pepper and Blore 
corroborate 3 April 1808 as the date of Anne’s death. 

 
52 OneWorldTree.  

 
53  Pepper and Blore refer to Farington’s Diary, Vol. 4 in support of this statement. They make no mention 
of a son. 

 
54 The Salisbury and Winchester Journal of 3 August 1819 reported: ‘On the 23d ult. died in Upper 
Seymour-street, in the 16th year of his age, Frederic George, youngest son of the late Henry Penton, Esq. 
(formerly Member for this city,) and to the great affliction of his surviving parent, Mrs.Welby, late Mrs. 
Penton.’ From Fredric George’s age, we can ascertain that he was born in 1803. Thus his father would 
have been some sixty-six years of age at the time of his birth. 

 
55 Listed in OldWorldTree. 

 
56 The Salisbury and Winchester Journal of 16 November 1812 indicates that this second Mrs. Penton had 
remarried two days earlier in the same year in which Henry Penton died. Accordingly, the Journal reported 
somewhat sarcastically: ‘Lately was married Capt. Welby, of the 2d regiment of Life Guards, son of Sir 
William Welby, Bart. to Mrs. Penton, widow of the late Henry Penton, Esq. formerly of Eastgate 
House, in this city, and many years one of our Representatives in Parliament. Their Majesties visited Mr. 
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Above and beyond his political activities and love affair, Henry Penton is best known 
as the developer of Pentonville in what is now part of London. As stated above in a 
footnote, Henry’s great uncle, the “Bencher,” who was also named Henry Penton had 
evidently purchased the lands for Pentonville. A memorial to him may be found in St. 
James Clerkenwell Chapel. Despite its present condition, which was brought about in part 
by heavy bombing during the Second World War, Pentonville was originally an attractive 
area. 

An article on the Internet by English Heritage called “Estate Developments”57 
describes something of Pentonville’s early and recent history and present-day 
circumstances: 

 
Pentonville is the northernmost part of Clerkenwell, and consists of the 

district between the Angel and King's Cross, mostly on the north side of 
Pentonville Road. The name was coined in the 1780s to describe the new 
suburb on the estate there belonging to Henry Penton of Winchester. This 
ground had been acquired by his uncle in 1710, at which time it consisted 
mostly of pasture, with a few houses on Islington High Street, including the 
White Lion inn, and a well-known place of resort called the Prospect House 
(later Dobney's). 

Development began in the 1760s, a few years after the creation of the New 
Road (the present Marylebone, Euston and Pentonville Roads). The 
Belvedere tavern on the corner of Penton Street (rebuilt in the 1870s, now the 
Finca) was one of the first new buildings. 

At first a quite fashionable and sought-after address, Pentonville fell into 
decline in the mid-19th century, and by the early 20th century was dilapidated 
and slummy (though with many thriving industrial concerns along 
Pentonville Road, including the cabinet-makers G. Betjemann & Sons, the 
family firm of the future Poet Laureate). It was heavily redeveloped after the 
Second World War, much of it for public housing, and the Penton Estate 
itself was broken up in 1951. The few surviving original houses are 
concentrated in Penton Street and Chapel Market. 

Pentonville Prison is not actually in Pentonville but some distance to the 
north in Barnsbury.58 

 

                                                                                                                                            
Penton, at Eastgate House, after the review of the camp in this neighbourhood, upwards of thirty years ago; 
but another Mrs. Penton was then the wife of our Representative, and mistress of the mansion, and not the 
Lady now led a second time to the hymeneal altar.’ 

 
57  See http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.0010030050050 on the Internet 

 
58 The name Pentonville was given to Pentonville Prison when that institution was built between 1840 and 
1842, although, as noted, it lies outside the area of Pentonville proper. Sadly, the name has become 
infamous because of the great number of individuals executed in that prison and because of its decadent 
and unsanitary contemporary conditions. 
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Despite his infidelity with Catherine Judd that caused his wife to leave him, Henry 
Penton junior does not in general seem to have been a bad person. In their article cited 
above in footnote 45, Brian Murphy and R.G. Thorne relate: 

 
Apropos of an illness which necessitated the shaving of Penton’s head 

in 1806, Lord Thomond remarked that it must be a blow to Penton who 
never appeared but with his hair in nice order. His manners are very 
courteous and gentle. Lord Thomond spoke of the great sacrifice he had 
made by forming his present connexion with a woman who was maid to 
his wife caused a separation. By this woman he has two daughters now 
grown up, who are in some degree noticed, but their mother is not seen by 
ladies. Lord Thomond said, she is a fine woman, and that Mr Penton has 
spoken warmly in her praise for her attention to him. But it has caused 
him, who was formerly much in the world, Member for Winchester, and a 
lord of the Admiralty, to live many years in, comparatively, a secluded 
state, in which he has appeared to be obliged to those who called on him. 

 
Trial documents from Old Bailey also show something of Henry Penton’s kindness. In 

November 1791 a petty thief named Neal M’Mullen entered the Penton’s home in 
Piccadilly on two occasions and stole some eight linen tablecloths, a number of napkins 
and a few sheets. He was apprehended, tried and convicted of his crimes and sentenced to 
death. At that point, however, Henry Penton stood before the court and uttered the 
following plea:  

My Lord, after having prosecuted this unfortunate man, your Lordship 
may perhaps think it singular that I wish to recommend him to his 
Majesty’s mercy; I am induced to do this from circumstances that I own 
weigh with me, and I have no doubt will weigh with your Lordship; the 
candour with which the prisoner has behaved ever since he was 
apprehended, and the manner in which he has stood forth to do all he could 
to restore that property he had taken, is something more than the general 
conduct of a criminal in his situation; in the first place, it is necessary for 
me to say, that when first he went to the office, he was induced to make 
the confession he did, and he was then told the consequences very properly 
by the magistrate; he then was asked, whether he would make the 
confession; he did so; and, in short, he stood in a manner convicted, from 
the testimony of some of the pawnbrokers; but yet, from the backwardness 
of others, it would have been absolutely impossible for me to have 
regained a considerable part of my property, had it not been for the 
confession of the prisoner; and I look upon him, in some degree, to have 
brought before the public, criminals equally guilty with himself; and in so 
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doing he has made full compensation: what he could do, he has done; and 
therefore, although he is unfortunate, I flatter myself it may be his first 
offence; at the same time I flatter myself that he has not been so great a 
criminal as he appears in this Court: It is for that reason, and for that 
reason only, that I am to move your Lordship, that what I have stated may 
be laid as favourably as possible before his Majesty.59 

  

 
The Rev. John Penton 1 

 
 
Prior to the birth of Henry’s brother, the Rev. John Penton,* four sons were born to 

Henry senior and Dorothy Penton. Besides Henry junior, a son named Frederick George 
was born in December 1739 who lived till 23 July 1819.60 Thereafter, Dorothy bore two 
sons named John, both of whom died in infancy. One was buried on 31 July 1740.61 The 
second was baptized 24 October 1741 and was buried on 11 May 1742.62 Thus, the Rev. 
John Penton was the third son born to Henry and Dorothy who bore the Christian name 
John. According to Pepper and Blore, Henry Penton had a son born in 1744. Although 
there is no record of his baptism in St. Maurice parish records, where most of Henry 
Penton’s family records are found, it is certain that he was that son. Perhaps, like his 
older brother, Henry, he was born in Buckinghamshire or in London. In Family Records 
he is described as the son of Henry Penton of Winchester, the husband of Dorothy 
Gulston* and the Rector of Brinkworth in Wiltshire. Although there seems to be little 
information about his education, he is stated as having obtained the degree A.M., whether 

                                                
59 For a full report of this case, see Old Bailey Proceedings, 12th January 1791. 

 
60 OneWorldTree 

 
61 Listed in St. Maurice burial records at Hampshire Records Office, Winchester, Hampshire. 

  
62 Ibid 
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from Oxford or Cambridge is not known. Undoubtedly, further research may well clarify 
this. 

The Rev. John Penton was made a freeman of the City of Winchester on 21 
November 1761.63 At the time he could only have been seventeen years old, something 
that no doubt reflects the political importance of his father and brother. He married his 
mother’s first cousin, Dorothy Gulston at St. George’s Church, Hanover Square, 
Westminster on 23 September 1769.64 He was inducted as Vicar of Wellow, Hampshire, 
on 18 October 1776.65 He became Vicar of St John the Baptist’s Church of North 
Baddesley, Hampshire in 1779.66 What those appointments meant is that he had final 
oversight of those churches and received a “living,” “benefice,” or personal income from 
them. Then, finally, he was consecrated Rector of St. Michael’s and All Angels Church in 
Brinkworth in 1780.67 All these positions he held until he died in the ancient city of Bath 
on 12 October 1802. But the Rev. John did not serve as a clergyman only. He was 
appointed an Acting Magistrate in Romsey, Hampshire, as well.68 This is undoubtedly 
why Pepper and Blore indicate that he may have been called “Penton of Romsey.” 

 

 
Doroth Gulston Penton  

 
The Rev. John Penton, A.M. was a very different man from his older brother Henry. 

Most outstanding about him was that he was highly regarded as a clergyman and public 
figure, something shown by the fact that he was buried in Bath Abbey. His widow, 

                                                
63 Winchester City Records of Freemen W/B8/1/1 

 
64 Register of Marriages  

 
65 Archdeaconry of Winchester Induction Mandates 35m48/6 

  
66 An Internet article on St. John’s Church, North Baddesly states: “John Penton. Also vicar of Wellow. 
Died in Bath in 1802. He had a curate for the last 20 years who took duty for him, the Reverend Johnam, a 
schoolmaster of Romney.” Found at http://www.southernlife.org.uk/nbaddch.htm . 

  
67  See http://www.oodwooc.uk/ph_brink_vic.htm  on the Internet 

 
68 Listed in the Hampshire Directory, 1774, as printed by J. Sadler. 
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Dorothy, placed a plaque there that reads concerning him: ‘In his domestic virtues deeply 
engraven on her heart, his afflicted but resigned widow, erects this sad last tribute of 
affection in the pleasing hope of again meeting in a blessed eternity.” In his love for her, 
he left her all his estate, and in her will she again mentions him with tenderness. That will 
is on file at the Hampshire Records office.  

 

 
Bath Abbey Burial Tablet of the 
Revs. John and Thomas Penton 

 
The Rev. John and Dorothy had two sons: Henry, the elder son, and the Rev. 

Thomas.* Henry, to whom Dorothy left most of her estate, was evidently born in 1770. 
Thomas was born in 1775. There seems little published information about Henry, but the 
same is not true of Thomas. He earned a B.A. from Pembroke College, Oxford, and 
became Curate of Wellow in1798 and held that position till 1802. Succeeding his father, 
he became Vicar of Wellow and St. John’s, North Baddesly from 1802 till his death in 
1834. He was also Vicar of Lower Wallop in Hampshire from 1806 to 1834. In 1825 he 
received a legacy of £10,000 from Lady Dance-Holland, the widow of Sir Nathaniel 
Dance-Holland, the famous painter. Prior to her marriage to Sir Nathaniel she was 
married to Thomas Dummer, the son of Thomas Lee Dummer and Elizabeth Penton 
Dummer, and was enriched by that marriage.69 

That the Rev. Thomas was still considered a member of the gentry is shown by the 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal of 28 September 1827, for he is quoted as having been 
at a musical festival held in Romsey along with numerous members of the nobility and 
gentry. That account reads: 

The Musical Festival at Romsey commenced on Thursday at the 
venerable Abbey Church, under the patronage of Lord Palmerston and 
the two County Members, Sir Wm. Heathcote, Bart, and John Fleming, 
Esq., and was attended by many respectable families of the county. The 

                                                
69 Pepper and Blore. See also the article on St. John’s Church, North Baddesly, described in note 35 

above. The author of that article wrongly states that the bequest was left to The Rev. Thomas’s son who 
was also named Thomas and was also Vicar of St. John’s after his father’s death. 
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performance consisted of a miscellaneous selection of Sacred Music from 
the most celebrated composers, and was executed in a manner that reflects 
the highest credit on Mr. Frederick. The principal vocal performers were, 
Miss Graddon, Miss George, and Mrs. Collyer; Mr. A. Loder, Mr. 
Rolle, Mr. Tubb; together with the first rate singers from the Winchester, 
Salisbury, and Bath and Wells Cathedrals.(Mr.Harrington was prevented 
from attending, in consequence of the death of a near relative.) Miss 
Frederick presided at the organ. The number of performers, instrumental 
and vocal, amounted to upwards of 150. Among the company present we 
noticed the patrons (Lord Palmerston and Mr. Fleming); the Earl of 
Belfast and Lady, Earls of Glengal and Chesterfield, Lady 
Tankerville, Lord and Lady Ashdown and family, the Hon. Mrs. Lane 
Fox, George Eyres, Esq. and family, Rev. Drs. Woodcock and Newbolt, 
Rev. O.D. St. John, Rev.- Heathcote, Rev. Thos. Penton, Rev. Nat.  
Rev. Nat. Fletcher, Rev. John Ford, &c. &c. &c. 

Unfortunately, the exact date of the Rev. Thomas’s birth is not known, although since 
he died in 1834 at the age of 59, he must have been born in 1775. But we do know the 
date and place of his marriage to Margaret Dilitia Seward,* who is often wrongly listed 
as Margaret Dilitia in certain records.  

 

 
Margaret Delitia Seward Penton 

 
Their marriage took place at South Stoneham, Hampshire, on 4 March 1799.70 We 

also know the dates of their deaths. He died in Bath on 27 April 1834 and is buried with 
his father in Bath Abbey. His widow died at Wellow on 13 December 1837 at the age of 
63. Thus, she was born about a year before her husband.  Significantly, we have a list of 
their children’s births, and some of the dates of their baptisms and deaths. They were: 

Thomas (1803-1848) He became Vicar of Wellow and St. John’s Baddesly on his 
father’s death in 1834. 

                                                
70 International Genealogical Index Batch Code M137571 
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Henry Temple (1804-1817) He was baptized 30 June 1804 and died on 23 
September 1817. It is evident that he was named after Henry Temple, the second 
Lord Palmesrston who had succeeded Henry Penton junior as MP for Winchester 
and was the father of the great Lord Palmerston who was ultimately to become 
Prime Minister of England. 

Anna Matilda (1806-?) 

John Augustus* (1808-1883). 

Eliza Caroline (1810-1833) She was baptized 24 April 1810 and died on 26 
September 1833. 

Margaret Elizabeth (1812-?) She was baptized on 27 August 1812. 

Frances Lucy (1814-?) She was baptized 16 August 1812. 

Anne (1818-?) Baptised 3 October 1818. 

With this list of the Rev. Thomas and Margaret Delitia’s children, the next chapter of 
Penton family history will deal with the history of John Augustus Penton and his North 
American descendants. The history of one of the many branches of the Pentons in North 
America begins with him. Further information on the English branches of the Penton 
family descended from Stephen Penton through Henry Penton, the founder of 
Pentonville, will be dealt with in later chapters, God willing. 

 
 
 
 
 
    

 


